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The sunflower is an annual plant in the family Asteraceae and native to the
Americas, with a large flowering head. The stem can grow as high as 3 meters,
and the flower head can reach 30 cm in diameter with the "large" seeds.
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Sweet Pea is a flowering plant in the genus Lathyrus in the family Fabaceae,
native to the eastern Mediterranean region from Sicily east to Crete. It is an
annual climbing plant, growing to a height of 1-2 m where suitable support is
available.
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Nandina domestica (Heavenly bamboo or Sacred bamboo), is a suckering
shrub in the Barberry family, Berberidaceae; it is a monotypic genus, with this
species as its only member. It is native to eastern Asia from the Himalaya east to
Japan. Despite the common name, it is not a bamboo at all.
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Hydrangea is native to southern and eastern Asia and North and South America.
The flowers are extremely common in the Azores Islands of Portugal, particularly
on Faial Island, which is known as the "blue island" due to the vast number of
hydrangeas present on the island.
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The flower is also known as Our Lady's tears since, according to Christian legend,
the tears Mary shed at the cross turned to Lilies of the Valley. According to
another legend, Lilies of the Valley also sprang from the blood of St. George
during his battle with the dragon.
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The common name, "marigold”, is derived from "Mary's Gold", and the plant is
associated with the Virgin Mary in Christian stories. The marigold was regarded
as the flower of the dead in pre-Hispanic Mexico, parallel to the lily in Europe,
and is still widely used in the Day of the Dead celebrations.
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Tricyrtis is a genus of the botanical family Liliaceae, known in English as Toad
lilies. They are perennial herbaceous plants that grow naturally at the edge of
forests. They prefer shade or part shade and rich, moist soil. Toad Lilies bloom in
the fall.
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The genus Lilium are herbaceous flowering plants normally growing from bulbs.
They comprise a genus of about 110 species in the lily family, Liliaceae. They are
important as large showy flowering garden plants. They are important culturally
and in literature in much of the world.
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It is widely grown as an ornamental tree, both in its native area and elsewhere
throughout the temperate regions of the world. Numerous cultivars have been
selected, many of them with double flowers with the stamens replaced by
additional petals.
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Cosmos bipinnatus, commonly called the Cosmos or the "Mexican Aster", is a
medium sized flowering herbaceous plant sometimes grown in gardens. This
species is considered a half-hardy annual, although plants may re-appear via
self-sowing for several years.
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Edelweiss, one of the best-known European mountain flowers, its name comes
from German edel (meaning noble) and weis (meaning white). The scientific
name, Leontopodium means "lion's paw", being derived from Greek words leon
(lion) and podion.
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Elizabeth, the Queen Mother grew Camellia in all of her gardens. As her body
was taken from Royal Lodge, Windsor to lie in state at Westminster Hall of the
Palace of Westminster, a Camellia from her gardens was placed on top of the
flag-draped coffin.
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This species has in the past been used in the production of inks, scarlet dyes,
and as a quinine substitute. The hard, dense wood has been used for products
such as golf club heads, mallets, wooden rake teeth, tool handles, jeweler's
boxes and butcher's blocks.
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God bless flowers... and You?
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Blue roses traditionally signify mystery or attaining the impossible. They are
believed to be able to grant the owner youth or grant wishes. This symbolism
derives from the rose's meaning in the language of flowers common in Victorian
fimes.
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the Blue Planets

195



